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Article 13. 

Publications. 

§ 143-167.  Transferred to G.S. 147-54.1 by Session Laws 1943, c. 543. 
 

§ 143-168.  Reports; conciseness. 

The annual or biennial reports now authorized or required to be printed by the several State 

agencies and institutions shall be as compact and concise as is consistent with an intelligent 

understanding of the work of those agencies and institutions. The details of the work of the 

agencies and institutions shall not be printed when not necessary to an intelligent understanding 

of such work, but totals and results may be tabulated and printed in their reports. (1911, c. 211, s. 

2; 1917, c. 202, s. 2; C.S., s. 7294; 1931, c. 261, s. 3; 1955, c. 983; 1961, c. 243, s. 2; 1983, c. 866, 

s. 1.) 
 

§ 143-169.  Limitations on publications. 

(a) Repealed by Session Laws 1983, c. 866, s. 2. 

(b) Repealed by Session Laws 2007-234, s. 1, effective July 18, 2007. 

(c) Every publication published at State expense shall be prepared in accordance with the 

recycling and reuse requirements set forth in G.S. 130A-309.14(j). (1911, c. 211, s. 2; C.S., s. 

7302; 1931, c. 261, s. 3; c. 312, ss. 14, 15; 1955, c. 1203; 1961, c. 243, s. 3; 1973, c. 1262, s. 86; 

1977, c. 771, s. 4; 1983, c. 866, s. 2; 1989, c. 727, s. 218(100); 1993, c. 448, s. 4; 1997-443, s. 

11A.119(a); 2007-234, s. 1.) 
 

§ 143-169.1.  State agency public document mailing lists to be updated. 

(a) On or before July 1 of each year, beginning with July 1, 1976, the head of every agency 

of this State shall certify to the Director of the Budget that the mailing lists for each public 

document issued by his agency have been carefully reviewed, updated and corrected within the 

previous 12 months.  The above date may be extended by the Director of the Budget for 90 days 

for good cause shown.  The reviewed, updated and corrected mailing lists shall be comprised only 

of those persons and organizations who, within the previous 12 months, have either requested that 

they be included in such a mailing list or have renewed a request that they be so included, or are 

recipients contemplated for receipt of the pertinent public document by express provision of statute 

or judicial order, but this sentence does not apply to mailing lists of alumni of a constituent 

institution of The University of North Carolina, used or maintained by the constituent institution. 

(b), (c)  Repealed by Session Laws 1989, c. 715, s. 2. (1975, c. 362, s. 1; 1983, c. 866, ss. 3-5; 

1989, c. 715, s. 2; 1993, c. 448, s. 5.) 
 

§ 143-169.2.  Definitions. 

(a) For the purposes of this Article, the term "public document" shall mean any annual, 

biennial, regular or special report or publication of which at least 200 copies are printed, but shall 

not include intra-agency communications nor agency correspondence. 

(b) For the purposes of this Article, the term "agency" shall mean and include, as the 

context may require, State department, institution, university, commission, committee, board, 

licensing board, division, bureau, officer or official; provided, however, the provisions of G.S. 



 

NC General Statutes - Chapter 143 Article 13 2 

143-169.1 shall not apply to the General Assembly, the Department of Revenue, the Department 

of Commerce, or to the Administrative Office of the Courts and the court system, nor shall the 

provisions of G.S. 143-170.2 and 143-170.3 apply to the General Assembly or to the 

Administrative Office of the Courts and the courts system. (1989, c. 715, s. 3; c. 751, ss. 7(16), 18; 

1991 (Reg. Sess., 1992), c. 959, s. 35.) 
 

§ 143-170.  Repealed by Session Laws 1955, c. 986. 
 

§ 143-170.1.  Statement of cost of public documents; chief administrator charged with 

compliance. 

(a) Every agency of this State publishing a public document, other than one published for 

the principal purpose of sale to the public, shall cause the following statement to be printed 

adjacent to the identification of the agency responsible for the publication: 

"(Number of copies) copies of this public document were printed at a cost of $____, or $____ 

per copy." 

For the purposes of this Article the term "cost" shall include printing costs in the form of labor 

and materials, and other identifiable design, typesetting, and binding costs. 

(a1) Any public document without a statement of cost shall not be mailed or distributed at 

public expense. 

(a2) Whenever a public document that is published by an agency of this State is printed on 

recycled paper, the document shall contain a printed statement or symbol indicating that the 

document was printed on recycled paper. 

(a3) If an agency fails to comply with this section, then the agency's printing budget for the 

fiscal year following the violation shall be reduced by ten percent (10%). 

(b) The chief administrator of the agency authorizing the printing is charged with agency 

compliance with the provisions of this Article. (1983, c. 866, ss. 6, 7; 1989, c. 34; 1993, c. 256, s. 

4; 1995, c. 324, s. 6.10.) 
 

§ 143-170.2.  Publication procedure manuals. 

(a) The State Librarian in consultation with the State Auditor shall administer and 

periodically revise guidelines to be used by all State agencies and community colleges in 

developing publication procedures manuals for public documents. The initial guidelines 

developed by the Department of Administration shall be released no later than December 

1, 1989 and shall address at least the following elements of publication production for 

public documents: 
(1) Bibliographic style, substantially in accord with a recognized style manual 

approved by the State Librarian; provided, however, the Department shall not 

develop guidelines concerning the design, layout, size or appearance of 

publications except as otherwise permitted herein; 

(2) Procedures for the notification of the State Library for title changes in serial 

publications; 

(3) Pricing of documents for resale; 

(4) Use of publication services at State-operated printing facilities; 

(5) Purchase of commercial publication services; and 
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(6) The distribution of publications. 

The Department of Administration shall submit the initial guidelines to State agencies 

for review and comment for a period of 60 days; provided, however, that submission to 

The University of North Carolina System Office shall satisfy this requirement with respect 

to universities. The Department, in consultation with at least the State Librarian and the 

State Auditor, shall consider the comments of the State agencies before adopting final 

guidelines. The Department of Administration shall adopt and release the final guidelines 

no later than four months after the release of the initial guidelines. 

(b) Upon the adoption and release of final guidelines by the Department of 

Administration, each State agency and community college shall within four months 

thereafter adopt a publication procedures manual for public documents consistent with the 

guidelines established pursuant to subsection (a) of this section and an administrative 

review and approval process to ensure appropriate review and approval of its public 

documents. 

(c) Each State agency and community college shall submit to the State Library for 

review and retention a copy of its publication procedures manual and its administrative 

review procedure for public documents. Any revisions made by an agency shall also be 

submitted to the State Library within 30 days of adoption by the agency. 

(d) Repealed by Session Laws 1991, c. 757. 

(d1) The State Library may revise the final statewide guidelines, originally issued 

April 1, 1990, by the Department of Administration, at any time after July 1, 1990, provided 

that there be distribution of any proposed revisions to all agencies and institutions subject 

to these provisions, and that there be a 30-day review period for these agencies to comment.  

(1989, c. 715, s. 1; 1991, c. 757, s. 1; 2018-12, s. 18.) 
 

§ 143-170.3.  Reports; audits. 

(a) The Department of Administration shall report to the Joint Legislative Commission on 

Governmental Operations each State agency and community college that fails to timely adopt and 

submit to the Department the information required by G.S. 143-170.2.  The initial report shall be 

made by January 1, 1991. 

(b) Upon the determination of the State Auditor that a State agency or community college 

has failed to substantially comply with its publications procedure manual or its administrative 

review and approval process for public documents, the State Auditor shall report the 

noncompliance to the Joint Legislative Commission on Governmental Operations within 60 days 

if the General Assembly is not in session, and to the President Pro Tempore of the Senate, the 

Speaker of the House, and the Senate and House Appropriations Committee Chairmen within 30 

days if the General Assembly is in session. 

(c) The State Librarian and the University Librarian of the University of North Carolina at 

Chapel Hill shall identify the types of publications for which the use of acid-free paper is desirable 

and, with the assistance of the Department of Administration, shall study the availability of 

acid-free paper and the costs associated with purchasing and using acid-free paper.  The State 

Librarian and the University Librarian of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill shall 

report to the Joint Legislative Commission on Governmental Operations no later than November 

1, 1990 the information required by this subsection. (1989, c. 715, s. 1.) 
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§ 143-170.4.  Administrative Office of the Courts; publications procedures manual; reports. 

Not later than June 1, 1990, the Administrative Office of the Courts, after review of the 

Department of Administration's state publications procedures guidelines and after consultation 

with the State Librarian and State Auditor, shall adopt (i) a publications procedures manual for 

public documents, other than the official reports of the North Carolina Supreme Court and the 

North Carolina Court of Appeals and official forms published by the Administrative Office of the 

Courts pursuant to G.S. 7A-343, that addresses the elements of publication production described 

in G.S. 143-170.2 and (ii) an administrative review and approval process to ensure appropriate 

review and approval of its public documents. The initial guidelines and the administrative review 

and approval process shall be reported to the Joint Legislative Commission on Governmental 

Operations by January 1, 1991. (1989, c. 715, s. 1; 2001-424, s. 22.6(b).) 
 

§ 143-170.5.  Designated public documents to be printed on alkaline paper. 

Each agency publishing a State document designated by the State Librarian and the 

University Librarian at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill as one that must be 

printed on alkaline paper shall comply with that publication requirement.  (1991, c. 224, s. 

2; 1993, c. 553, s. 4; 2015-184, s. 1(b).) 
 


